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committee amendments.

important in targeting assistance programs, early intervention,
and prevention efforts. The bi ll, itself, recognizes the
sensitivity to the reporting issue, creates extensive informed
consent requirements before an individual may be treated for
HIV. The bulk of the committee amendments is to ad d an
exception to the informed consent requirements of 819 in cases
i nvo l v i n g a med i ca l pe r son n e l ' s significant exposure to a
patient's blood or other known disease carrying pathogens. In
such cases, when a medical worker has been exposed the amendment
creates a p l a c e«s b y wh ic h t h e p « t ' i «n I <",an h» i<»<i«<l I « i il i V .
il t. he p a t . i< !I<L teiuueu Lo consent, t h e p r ov i d e r w o u ld e v e n t u a l l y
be able to o btain a court order. This nonconsent protocol is
e ssent i a l l y i de nt i ca l t o a similar protocol in existing l aw
covering only emergency medical workers. The Nebraska H o s p i t a l
Association asked fo r the amendment because LB 819 , as
originally introduced, conflicted with federal OSHA rules which
requi re hospitals to test patients for HIV in t he e v en t o f a
significant exposure, unless there is a state law t o the
contrary. Informed consent in a hospital sett i n g i s a ct u a l l y
strengthened by this amendment since it creates the requirement
to first obtain a court order. The committee amendments also
incorporate some changes suggested by the special AIDs Task
Force that I chaired l ast wi n t e r . Fi r s t , i t s t r i kes the
p rov i s i o n i n t h e or i g i na l bi l l t h at a l l o w e d a n H I V t e st t o b e
performed when a patient was unrnn«ri«»« or nthnrwi «<. »»»bi ~ I <.
• '< I»<<t' « < I c i < I<<' I I«,'< . Tl< • < 'I' • «'k Y o« 'e i el L Lh a t . I I IV L e s 'L i<«J w<<s
not. crxticai to the immediate task of stabilizing the p atient
and that the test could wait until the patient was coherent and
capable n f d o c i < l i tu l wh<~thol' to <I l ve <:onu<!nt.. The <u«e l<dment <j
also allow the department to ask for a fee to defray some of the
expenses of providing follow-up services, but the department may
not refuse services if an individual cannot afford a donation.
i would ask for support for the amendments. Thank you .

PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Dierks. Do yo u wi sh t o
close on the amendment'? Closing is waived. The issue before
the body is the adoption of the committee amendments to LB 819.
All those in favor vote aye,all those opposed vote nay. Have
you all voted'? Please record, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, I<iadam President, on the adoption of the

I'I<I: I I I )I':O'I' I« <I<<<<I'.: 'I'I «. <:<)«<Ill < 'I. L« • ' • «<«'<«i««.'« «.« < L e @<lop ted .
Cha'ir reco<gnizes Senator Dierks to open on the bill.
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